
July 14, 2020 

CALL FOR SPECIAL MEETING 

 

WHEREAS, there exist certain matters which the below signed Mayor and Council 

Members of the City of Gautier desire to handle prior to the next regular meeting; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the undersigned Mayor and Council Members of the City of 

Gautier hereby call for a Special Meeting of the City Council, said meeting to be held in the Gautier 

Municipal Building, 3330 HWY 90, Gautier, Mississippi, on July 14, 2020 at 12:00 noon.  This 

Special Meeting is called in accordance with Section 21-9-39, Mississippi Code of 1972.  The 

agenda of said Special Meeting shall be as follows: 

 

AGENDA 

CITY OF GAUTIER 

July 14, 2020 at 12:00 Noon 

 

I. Call to Order 

II. Agenda Order Approval 

III. Business Agenda 

1. Approval of a Contract for Sale of the former Singing River Mall Site, in substantial 

form 

 

2. Approval of an Extension of the Blackwater Resources Preliminary Development 

Agreement 

 

3. Approval of the continuation of the state of local emergency relating to COVID-19 

 

Adjourn until July 21, 2020 @ 6:30 PM 

www.gautier-ms.gov 

 

/s/ Phil Torjusen____________   /s/ Adam Colledge__________ 

MAYOR PHIL TORJUSEN   COUNCILMAN COLLEDGE 

 

/s/ Mary Martin    __________   /s/ Rusty Anderson__________ 

COUNCILWOMAN MARTIN   COUNCILMAN ANDERSON 

 

/s/ Casey Vaughan______           /s/ Richard Jackson _________ 

COUNCILMAN VAUGHAN   COUNCILMAN JACKSON 

 

/s/ Cameron George_________ 

COUNCILMAN GEORGE 
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CITY OF GAUTIER 
Business Agenda Item #1 

Fact Sheet 
 

Council Meeting: July 14, 2020 
Title: Approval of a Contract for Sale of the former 

Singing River Mall Site, in substantial form 
 
 

Introduced by:  
Contact Person/Telephone City Manager  497-8000 ext. 306 

 
Summary Explanation: Approval of a Contract for Sale of the former Singing River Mall Site, 
in substantial form 
 
 

EXHIBITS FOR REVIEW 
Resolution  
Ordinance  

Contract/Agreement  
Minutes  

Plan Maps  
Order  
Other  

Submittal Authorization City Manager 
Staff Recommendation: 
Approval 

Motion Made by: 
Torjusen  Martin  George  Jackson  Vaughan  Anderson  Colledge  

 
Second Made by: 
Torjusen  Martin  George  Jackson  Vaughan  Anderson  Colledge  

 
Voted as follows:  Ayes Nays Abstained Absent 
Mayor Torjusen     
At Large Martin     
Ward 1 George     
Ward 2 Jackson     
Ward 3 Vaughan     
Ward 4 Anderson     
Ward 5 Colledge     

Action Taken: 
      

 
 
 
 
 



 

   There came for consideration of the Mayor and Members of the Council of the 
City of Gautier, Mississippi, the following: 
 

ORDER NUMBER 000-2020 
 

WHEREAS, on or about March 29, 2019, the City of Gautier entered into an Option 
to Purchase certain real property from Singing River, LLC; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City has determined it is in the best interests of the City to 
purchase said property on the terms and conditions stipulated in the attached contract for 
sale; and 

 
WHEREAS, Mississippi Code Annotated Section 43-37-3 provides the process for 

acquisition of real property and requires a public entity to obtain an appraisal before the 
initiation of negotiations; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to state law, an appraisal was performed on the property, 

which valued the property at approximately seven million, one hundred thousand dollars 
($7,100,000.00); and 
 

WHEREAS, the City hereby accepts the difference between the appraised value 
and the actual purchase price as a donation from the Seller, and specifically finds that 
acceptance of this donation is in the best interests of the City and its citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS, the lowest negotiated purchase price of the property is five million, 
five hundred thousand dollars $5,500,000.00, to be paid at closing; and 

 
WHEREAS, based on the above, the City Council hereby finds that the amount of 

$5,500,000.00 is equal to or less than the fair market value of the property, and to the 
extent necessary, said price is established as Just Compensation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council Members hereby find that this purchase is in 

the best interests of the City and its citizens; and  
 

WHEREAS, the contract for sale is therefore approved in substantial form, allowing 
clerical or procedural revisions to be made once the agreement has been reviewed by 
Singing River, LLC; and  
 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Mayor and Members of the 
Council of the City of Gautier, Mississippi, that the Option to Purchase the former Singing 
River Mall Site for the lowest negotiated price of $5,500,000.00 is hereby exercised; 

 
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the contract for sale of the former Singing River 

Mall Site property from Singing River, LLC is approved. 
 



 

 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the City Manager or City Clerk is authorized to 
execute any and all documents necessary for this purpose. 
  
 Motion was made by BLANK seconded by BLANK and the following vote was 
recorded: 
 
 AYES:  
 
 NAYS:  
  
              
       MAYOR  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
CITY CLERK 
 
 BLANK by Mayor and Members of the Council of the City of Gautier, Mississippi, 
at the meeting of July 14, 2020.   
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CONTRACT FOR THE SALE AND PURCHASE OF REAL ESTATE

Singing River, LLC (hereinafter, “Seller”) hereby agrees to sell, and the City of Gautier, 
Mississippi (hereinafter, “Purchaser”) hereby agrees to purchase the hereinafter described property 
on the terms and conditions stipulated in the following schedule:

1) DESCRIPTION: Certain real property located in the City of Gautier, County of Jackson, 
State of Mississippi, more particularly described on the attached deeds, marked as “Exhibit A”, 
and as depicted in the attached diagram, marked as “Exhibit B”, whichever is more inclusive 
(hereinafter, “the Property”).  The Property includes the land and all buildings, structures, fixtures, 
infrastructure (whether above or below ground), and any and all of Seller’s rights in the Property. 

2) PURCHASE PRICE: The purchase price of the property is five million, five hundred 
thousand dollars $5,500,000.00, to be paid at closing.  Seller agrees that any and all liens or other 
encumbrances on the Property will be satisfied at the time of closing with the proceeds of same.

3) APPRAISED VALUE: Pursuant to state law, an appraisal was performed by Newmark 
Knight Frank Valuation and Advisory, LLC, on February 28, 2020, which valued the property at 
seven million, one hundred thirty thousand dollars ($7,130,000.00).  The City hereby accepts the 
difference between the appraised value and the actual purchase price as a donation from the Seller, 
and specifically finds that acceptance of this donation is in the best interests of the City and its 
citizens.

4) TAXES: Taxes for the current year are to be prorated and assumed by the Purchaser.

5) TITLE: The Seller is to transfer its interests in the Property by Warranty Deed, and 
reasonable time shall be allowed for examination of title.  Should examination of title reveal 
defects which can be cured, the Seller hereby obligates itself to cure said defects as quickly as 
possible, and to execute and tender said Warranty Deed in accordance with the terms hereof.  If 
any such defects cannot be cured to Purchaser’s satisfaction prior to closing, this contract shall be 
null and void.  The transaction will transfer to the Purchaser any and all rights currently possessed 
by the Seller, including ownership of any and all water and sewer infrastructure currently 
possessed by the Seller in relation to the Property.  Seller shall not further encumber the Property, 
by lease, lien, or otherwise, from the date of this contract until February 15, 2021.  Nor shall the 
Seller take any act which may devalue the Property in any way prior to closing. 

6) POSSESSION: Said property shall be delivered to Purchaser on the date of closing.

7) DOCUMENTS:  Within ten (10) days of executing this contract, Seller will furnish to 
Purchaser any and all documents, plats, schematics, drawings, or other written or otherwise 
tangible items in its possession relating to the layout, plans, infrastructure, division, subdivision, 
covenants, and easements pertaining to the Property.  Seller must also furnish any and all 
agreements with Belk Department Store immediately adjacent to the Property which are currently 
in place. 
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8) TIME AND PLACE OF CLOSING: Closing shall be held on or before February 15, 2021 
as determined by the Purchaser, at the office of the Buyer’s attorney or as otherwise agreed upon.  
The closing shall be subject to the State funds currently allocated to the Project ultimately being 
disbursed to the City of Gautier.  The Seller understands and agrees that said disbursement is 
beyond the City of Gautier’s control, and that if the total amount of the funds allocated by the State 
as of the date of this contract are not disbursed to the City, this contract will be null and void.

9) CLOSING COSTS: Closing costs (excluding title insurance and real estate agent 
commissions) will be split evenly by the parties.  The Seller shall be responsible for the real estate 
agent commission associated with this purchase, if any, and the Purchaser shall be responsible for 
obtaining title insurance, if any.

10) BREACH REMEDY: If the Seller breaches any material term of this Contract, the 
Purchaser will be entitled to specific performance of this contract, and will be entitled to recover 
attorneys fees in relation to same.

11) GOVERNING LAW: The laws of the State of Mississippi shall govern the interpretation 
of this contract, the transaction, and any disputes arising therefrom.

12) COMPLETE AGREEMENT: This contract is the entire and only agreement between the 
Seller and Purchaser.  This contract replaces any previous agreements between these parties, and 
can only be changed by an agreement, in writing, signed by both parties after appropriate 
authorization is obtained.  The Seller states that there exists no current contract to sell the Property 
to any third party.

WITNESS OUR SIGNATURES, this the _______ day of ________________, 2020.

Singing River, LLC City of Gautier, Mississippi

________________________________ ______________________________
By: Lee Brumfield By: Paula Yancey, 
Member and Authorized Agent City Manager
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STATE OF ______________________

COUNTY OF ____________________

PERSONALLY CAME AND APPEARED BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority in 

and for the jurisdiction aforesaid, the within named Paula Yancey, who acknowledged to me that 

he, as a duly authorized agent of the City of Gautier, has the authority to bind said entity as City 

Manager, and in such capacity signed, sealed, delivered, and executed the above and foregoing 

instrument on the date therein as the act and deed of the City of Gautier, after first having been 

duly authorized by said entity, so to do.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL OF OFFICE, this the ____ day of 

_______________________, A.D., 2020.

_______________________________

NOTARY PUBLIC

My Commission Expires:                       
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STATE OF ______________________

COUNTY OF ____________________

PERSONALLY CAME AND APPEARED BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority in 

and for the jurisdiction aforesaid, the within named Lee Brumfield, who acknowledged to me that 

he, as a duly authorized agent of Singing River, LLC, has the authority to bind said entity as owner 

of the above-described property, and in such capacity signed, sealed, delivered, and executed the 

above and foregoing instrument on the date therein as the act and deed of Singing River, LLC, 

after first having been duly authorized by said entity, so to do.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL OF OFFICE, this the ____ day of 

_______________________, A.D., 2020.

_______________________________

NOTARY PUBLIC

My Commission Expires:                       
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CITY OF GAUTIER
Business Agenda Item #2

Fact Sheet

Council Meeting: July 14, 2020
Title: Authorization to execute extension of the 

Preliminary Development Agreement between 
the City of Gautier and Blackwater Development 
Company, LLC

Introduced by:
Contact Person/Telephone City Manager  497-8000 ext. 306

Summary Explanation: Authorization to execute extension of the Preliminary Development 
Agreement between the City of Gautier and Blackwater Development Company, LLC

EXHIBITS FOR REVIEW
Resolution
Ordinance

Contract/Agreement
Minutes

Plan Maps
Order
Other

Submittal Authorization City Manager
Staff Recommendation:
Approval

Motion Made by:
Torjusen Martin George Jackson Vaughan Anderson Colledge

Second Made by:
Torjusen Martin George Jackson Vaughan Anderson Colledge

Voted as follows: Ayes Nays Abstained Absent
Mayor Torjusen
At Large Martin
Ward 1 George
Ward 2 Jackson
Ward 3 Vaughan
Ward 4 Anderson
Ward 5 Colledge

Action Taken:
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   There came for consideration of the Mayor and Members of the Council of the 
City of Gautier, Mississippi, the following:

ORDER NUMBER 000-2020

WHEREAS, on or about October 22, 2019, the City of Gautier entered into a 
Preliminary Development Agreement with Blackwater Development Company, LLC; and

WHEREAS, due to unforeseen delays in possible acquisition of the relevant 
Property, additional time is desired by the City to achieve the goals of the Agreement; 
and

WHEREAS, the City and Developer hereby amend and revise the Agreement to 
automatically expire on February 15, 2021; 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council Members hereby find that this extension is in 
the best interests of the City and its citizens; and 

NOW THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED by the Mayor and Members of the 
Council of the City of Gautier, Mississippi, that the attached extension of the Preliminary 
Development Agreement with Blackwater Development Company, LLC is authorized and 
approved.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the City Manager or City Clerk is authorized to 
execute any and all documents necessary for this purpose.
 

Motion was made by BLANK seconded by BLANK and the following vote was 
recorded:

AYES:

NAYS:

MAYOR 

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

BLANK by Mayor and Members of the Council of the City of Gautier, Mississippi, 
at the meeting of July 14, 2020.
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CITY OF GAUTIER
Business Agenda Item #3

Fact Sheet

Council Meeting: July 14, 2020
Title: 1. Resolution approving the continuation of a 

Declaration of Local Emergency pertaining to 
COVID-19.

Introduced by:
Contact Person/Telephone Cynthia Russell  497-8000  ext. 302 

Summary Explanation: Resolution approving the continuation of a Declaration of Local 
Emergency pertaining to COVID-19 until further notice.

EXHIBITS FOR REVIEW
Resolution
Ordinance
Contract
Minutes

Plan Maps
Order
Other

Submittal Authorization City Manager

Staff Recommendation:
Approval

Motion Made by:
Torjusen Martin George Jackson Vaughan Anderson Colledge

Second Made by:
Torjusen Martin George Jackson Vaughan Anderson Colledge

Voted as follows: Ayes Nays Abstained Absent
Mayor Torjusen
At Large Martin
Ward 1 George
Ward 2 Jackson
Ward 3 Vaughan
Ward 4 Anderson
Ward 5 Colledge

Action Taken:
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There came on for consideration of the Mayor and Members of the Council of the 
City of Gautier, Mississippi, the following:

RESOLUTION NUMBER 000-2020

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, Mayor of Gautier, Phil Torjusen issued a 
proclamation of a local emergency due to conditions of extreme peril to the safety of 
persons and property which have arisen within said City of Gautier, Mississippi due to the 
COVID-19 outbreak; and

WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, the City Council of Gautier ratified the 
proclamation of local emergency and continued the existence of same; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that it is necessary and in the best interest of 
the public welfare and safety to continue the state of local emergency as indicated in that 
resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that a local emergency does continue to 
exist throughout said City of Gautier, Mississippi, as indicated; and

IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND RESOLVED that said local emergency shall 
be deemed to continue to exist until further notice.

IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND RESOLVED that the City Manager or City 
Clerk is hereby authorized to execute any and all documents necessary for this purpose.  

Motion was made by BLANK seconded by BLANK and the following vote was 
recorded:

AYES:

NAYS:

MAYOR
ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

BLANK by Mayor and Members of the Council of the City of Gautier, Mississippi, 
at the meeting of July 14, 2020.
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